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Bern Convention keeps Albania case open over Vjosa River and Vlora Airport. 
Albania yet again falls short of complying with Standing Committee’s 
Recommendation 219, and the EU Acquis. 

The 45th Standing Committee of the Bern Convention on the Conservation of European 
Wildlife and Natural Habitats – which took place from 8th till 12th December 2025 in 
Strasbourg – has concluded its review of the case concerning the Vjosa River and the 
Vlora International Airport, confirming that key obligations under international nature 
protection law remain unmet and that the case file will remain open. 

In its final conclusions, the Standing Committee reaffirmed the outstanding ecological 
importance of the Vjosa-Narta Protected Landscape and expressed strong regret that 
Albania has not implemented Recommendation 219 (from 2023), notably the 
requirement to suspend construction of the Vlora International Airport pending a new, 
comprehensive and legally compliant Environmental Impact Assessment. 

Clear obligations reaffirmed 

The Standing Committee underlined that Albania must carry out a new EIA, in line with 
the Bern Convention and EU standards, covering both construction and operation of the 
Vlora International Airport and addressing cumulative impacts on habitats and species 
in the Vjosa–Narta Protected Area. 

It further calls on Albania to ensure that any restoration, mitigation or offsetting 
measures, as well as any possible operation of the airport, are strictly based on the 
findings of such an EIA, in accordance with Articles 3 and 4 of the Bern Convention. 

Importantly, keeping the case open, the Government must provide updates in the 
coming year to the Bern Convention’s Bureau, due to the urgent risk of irreversible 
damage to the Vjosa River system. 

Concerns remain over protected areas and cumulative impacts 

While welcoming dialogue between authorities and stakeholders, EuroNatur, PPNEA 
and EcoAlbania underlined during the Standing Committee proceedings that systemic 
risks remain unresolved, especially the continued application of the amended Law on 
Protected Areas, which enables construction and intensive tourism development within 
protected landscapes. 



The issuance of new building permits in Zvërnec, within the Vjosa–Narta Protected 
Landscape and Candidate Emerald Site, increasing cumulative pressure on an already 
threatened ecosystem. 

These developments raise serious questions about Albania’s ability to ensure effective 
protection of internationally important habitats, as required under the Bern Convention. 

Cohesion with Albania’s EU path 

The Standing Committee noted that full implementation of Recommendation 219 would 
also contribute to meeting key EU accession requirements under Chapter 27 on 
Environment and Climate Change. 

Viktor Berishaj, EuroNatur’s Senior Policy Officer, stresses: “Compliance with the Bern 
Convention is not a barrier, but an enabler of Albania’s European integration, as it aligns 
national decision-making with EU environmental law, namely EIA, nature protection and 
the precautionary principle.“ 

Need for an on-the-site appraisal in 2026 

While the Standing Committee requests that the Government to consider holding an on-
the-site appraisal, and inform the Bureau of the feasibility in its next report, EuroNatur, 
EcoAlbania and PPNEA stress that an on-the-sit appraisal by the Bern Convention must 
be held in 2026 to objectively assess: 

• Compliance with Recommendation 219 

• Cumulative impacts of infrastructure and tourism developments in the Vjosa–
Narta Protected Area 

• The state of the Vjosa Wild River National Park management framework 

• The implications of recent change in the law on Protected Areas 


